University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-21-1996

New Fishing Dispute Causes Argentine-British
Relations to Deteriorate (Part 2)
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "New Fishing Dispute Causes Argentine-British Relations to Deteriorate (Part 2)." (1996).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/12157

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 55740
ISSN: 1060-4189

New Fishing Dispute Causes Argentine-British Relations to
Deteriorate (Part 2)
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Argentina
Published: 1996-03-21
Di Tella said he personally would take up the matter with UN Secretary General Boutros BoutrosGhali, the president of the UN Security Council, US officials, and with the head of the Organization
of American States, Cesar Gaviria. "The basis of the dispute is very grave and Britain's breach
of UN Security Council resolutions and intentions is very serious," said Di Tella. "Those are the
circumstances that we are going to stress at the international forums." Simultaneously, the Menem
administration announced that a proposal had been sent to the Argentine legislature to impose
penalties against any fishing ships who agreed to pay the fishing fees to the British government.
This measure would place the Argentine fishing industry in a very difficult position, since conditions
during the next several weeks will be optimum for fishing in the South Atlantic because of the
movement of tides. A common type of fish caught in the South Atlantic is hake, which is generally
exported to Japan. Fish caught in the South Atlantic is less contaminated than in other parts of the
world, and is more popular among Japanese consumers for use in sushi and other similar dishes
requiring raw fish. Ironically, before the latest dispute over the South Georgia Islands, Argentina
and Britain had apparently made considerable progress in resolving some territorial disputes in the
South Atlantic.
Indeed, during his visit to London in February, Di Tella reportedly told the British foreign minister
that Argentina wanted the two countries to begin "studying the remaining differences" that have
not been resolved during the 14 years since the ill-fated war over the Malvinas Islands in 1982.
The latest incident over the South Georgia Islands had a direct impact on ongoing talks over
fishing rights in the South Atlantic. The two countries had decided in June of last year to enforce
conservation of maritime resources near the Malvinas Islands and other disputed territories in the
region (see NotiSur, 09/05/95).
"Because of the issue of the Georgias, we have suspended negotiations that were difficult but
also very necessary," Di Tella told a local radio station in early March. The dispute over the South
Georgias also erupted shortly after Argentina and Britain had announced the creation of a new
joint commission to oversee oil exploration near the Malvinas Islands. The commission will be
responsible for granting any exploration contracts for the waters around the islands. The formation
of this commission follows an agreement between the two countries in September 1995 to cooperate
on oil exploration and exploitation in the waters around the Malvinas Islands and to distribute
royalties between the two countries (see NotiSur, 10/05/96).
The decision to form the commission was announced after two days of talks between Argentine
undersecretary for foreign policy, Guillermo Gonzalez, and his Foreign Office counterpart, William
Marsden. The two countries also had agreed to form a subcommittee to advise members of the
commission on inviting bids for oil exploration in the South Atlantic and on environmental
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protection. Despite the recent setback in Argentine-British relations caused by the South Georgias
incident, the two countries appear to have established a relatively solid foundation to eventually
improve relations. For example, despite the tough stance taken by the Menem administration during
the latest incident, Argentina stopped short of threatening any retaliatory action against Britain.
Additionally, the two countries have not stopped other bilateral contacts during the conflict. For
example, a trade mission sponsored by the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry proceeded
with a planned visit to Buenos Aires in mid-March despite tensions between the two governments.
The mission, composed of executives from 21 British companies, was visiting Argentina to seek ways
to expand British-Argentine trade. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 03/04/96; Reuter, 03/01/96, 03/06/96,
03/07/96; Deutsche Press Agentur, 03/05/96, 03/08/96; Argentine news service DYN, 03/14/96,
03/16/96, 03/17/96 Agence France-Presse, 03/01/96, 03/02/96, 03/05/96, 03/09/96, 03/12/96, 03/14/96,
03/16/96, 03/18/96; Periodico de los Andes (Argentina), 03/10/96, 03/13/96, 03/17/96, 03/18/96]
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